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Juan Bautista de Anza, Father and Son
PILLARS OF NEW SPAIN'S FAR NORTH

John L. Kessell

T

he news stung. Shouted from horseback, blurted in cantinas, whispered
at mass, it fell on disbelieving ears. For as long as most could remember, Juan Bautista de Anza, captain for life of the garrison at Fronteras, had
been their protector. Yet on 9 May 1740, Anza lay dead, victim of an Apache
ambush.
The event seemed so improbable. The captain was much too savvy a
campaigner. Had he not recently lectured Sonora's governor about just such
ambushes? Still, according to a Jesuit visitor who heard the story over a
decade later, our only source today, Anza was concluding a routine patrol
through Pima mission villages in the Santa Cruz River Valley of present-day
southern Arizona. For whatever reasons, he rode out ahead of his men.
Apaches, bows drawn, had sprung from cover, loosing their arrows and felling the forty-six-year-old Spaniard from his horse. Apparently they tore off
the crown of his scalp as a trophy and were gone. Respected veteran Juan
Mateo Manje, whom Captain Anza had known well, likened the practice
of scalp taking among Sonora's Indians to the European seizure of enemy
battle flags. The swiftness of Spanish retaliation-three days after Anza's
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death, thirteen were killed and fourteen taken captive-implied that punishment might have been inflicted on a nearby camp of friendly Apaches.
In the captain's quarters at Fronteras, thirty miles south of today's Douglas, Arizona, his mourning widow gathered about her the two girls from
her late husband's previous union along with their own four children: Francisco Antonio, fifteen; Marfa Margarita, thirteen; Josefa Gregoria, eight; and
Juan Bautista the younger, not yet four, who was most like his father. To be
certain-from the year 1718, when the elder Anza, a Basque from Spain,
first appeared in the records of Sonora, for seven decades thereafter, until
1788, with the burial of his American-born namesake-the sequential careers of this venturous father and son amply illustrate the vitality of colonial
New Spain's far northwestern frontier, today's American Southwest.
For two centuries before the Anzas, realities and mirages commingled
north of the city of Mexico, beckoning the restless. Eyewitness reports by
Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca and fray Marcos de Niza, embellished in a
climate of wonder, had set in motion one of North America's great false
starts. The grandly medieval exploration carried out between 1540 and 1542
by the several units under Francisco Vazquez de Coronado had begun with
banners waving and ended in disgrace. More than three hundred European
horsemen and footmen, heirs of the Spanish Reconquista yet carrying among
them Native wooden and obsidian weapons, led forth a thousand imposing
Mexican Indian fighters. They had lost no battle. Defeated instead by an
endless topography that offered no hope of immediate return, they had at
least experienced the vastness of the continent. And they had met face-toface a medley of its scattered Native peoples, from the Yumas of the Colorado River in the west to the Wichitas of present-day central Kansas. Then
they withdrew, and colonization stalled.
Not for the ~ext 185 years did another notable Spaniard travel as broadly
as Coronado in the far north. A military bureaucrat, Insp. Gen. Pedro de
Rivera, and his staff went out from Mexico City in 1724 and came back in
1728, neither with much fanfare. Rivera rode eight thousand miles, reviewed
two dozen garrisons, installed Juan Bautista de Anza the elder at Fronteras,
proposed cutting defense costs by more than one third, and drew up a needed
code of reforms that were largely ignored. Colonization, meanwhile, given
time and chance, had streamed northward.
The biggest incentive at first was silver. An especially bountiful strike in
the late 1540S at Zacatecas, 350 miles northwest of Mexico City, set off a
series of bonanzas financed in large part by Basque venture capitalists. Hu-
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manity, hybrid in race and estate, swarmed the camps. Free and slave laborers, mining engineers, bakers, whores, blacksmiths, homeless vagrants, jugglers, and children jostled for space. Storekeepers stocked a surprisingly
wide array of hardware, dry goods, and confections. The insatiable demand
for meat, hides and tallow, wool, wheat, and eggs brought stockmen and
farmers. Such frantic intrusion also brought war.
Spaniards called them Chichimecas. A generic term of deep derision, it
served to reduce the various culturally distinct semi nomadic Native groups
of the high desert simply to enemies. The European invaders thought first
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to stamp them out, hunting them on search-and-destroy missions, placing
bounties on male heads, and selling their families into slavery. But the
Chichimecas fought back, forming confederations, learning to ride, and
becoming ever more nomadic. Exasperated, the Spaniards set out salaried
frontier garrisons, or presidios, and fortified nearly all their built spaces, even
to experimental wagons meant for protection of supplies to the mines and
silver to Mexico City. Nothing seemed to work. By the 1580s and 159os,
astute captains, taking advantage of a prolonged drought and the slow attrition of Chichimeca fighting men, had evolved a welfare program. In exchange for peace, the Spanish government agreed to provide foodstuffs,
clothing, axes, copper kettles, bolts of cloth, and other assistance and ban
slaving. Delegations of Chichimeca headmen, escorted to Mexico City,
gawked at what Spaniards had wrought. In the long run, peace by purchase
proved cheaper than war.
Given the profusion of mines fanning northward across Nueva Vizcaya,
roughly the modern Mexican states of Durango and Chihuahua, prospectors counted on the progression to continue at higher latitudes. Yet they
were wrong. Studying the U.S.-Mexican border on a map today, starting at
the Pacific shore and trending more east than south, the surveyors' deadstraight line is inconvenienced slightly at the Colorado River, then proceeds with only three corrections until it is swept along with the current and
big bends of the Rio Grande all the way to the Gulf of Mexico. No Spanish
colonial miner could have known that beyond that line, in New Spain's far
north, mining would count for practically nothing. Even the modest mines
operated in the latter-day Mexican state of Sonora during the 1720S and
1730S by the first Juan Bautista de Anza lay below that line.
Juan de Onate had to see for himself. Affluent son of a major Basque
developer of the Zacatecas district, don Juan got together a consortium in
the 1590S to invest in pacification of the town-dwelling and clothed peoples
inhabiting a northern land optimists had already begun calling the new
Mexico. By terms of a contract negotiated with the viceroy in Mexico City,
Onate was exalted as proprietor and first governor of New Mexico in turn
for outfitting, transporting, and settling there its first two hundred soldiercolonists and their families. When in the summer of 1598 they came among
the Pueblo Indians with all their baggage, dependents, and hungry animals,
this motley train of settlers contrasted sharply with the martial cavalcade of
Coronado. Yet Onate met every challenge, among them fierce battles with
Pueblo Indians and desertion of most of his colonists, while prospecting at
every turn. Assay results, however, belied the vast mineral potenti~l he kept
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reporting to Mexico City. Finally after a decade, lamenting his expenditure
of six hundred thousand pesos, Juan de Onate resigned.
Wise counselors urged that New Mexico be abandoned. In reply, the
colony's Franciscan missionaries swore abruptly to having administered
Christian baptism to upward of seven thousand Pueblo Indians. Surely a
gross exaggeration, it served. The Spanish government straightaway converted the kingdom and provinces of New Mexico from proprietary to crown
colony, assuming costs, appointing a salaried governor, and subsidizing a
continued Franciscan ministry to seemingly tolerant Pueblo Indians. Because of New Mexico's unusual status as a missionary project, the friars
wielded uncommon authority. Exercising a spiritual monopoly as the colony's
only Roman Catholic priests, they also controlled the triennial supply caravans. Their dozens of missions, taken together, occupied the best arable
lands, employed most Pueblo Indians, and ran more sheep than anybody
else. Santa Fe, the colony's only chartered municipality, never amounted to
more than a few hundred residents. Others lived in valleys as far north as
Taos and especially downriver on several large properties, or estancias. While
periodic epidemics and Apache raiding steadily dragged down Pueblo Indian numbers, the small Hispanic community of cousins procreated.
All alone in the far north, the friars' city of God on the Rio Grande,
contested from within by governors and colonists who coveted Indian land
and labor, endured for three generations until mission Indians tore it down.
Driven to desperation by drought and colonial persecution, they rose in the
monumental Pueblo Revolt of 1680, putting to death twenty-one Franciscans
and hundreds of colonists. The surviving two thousand Hispanic men,
women, and children, still greatly outnumbered, fled down the Rio Grange
to El Paso. Exactly one hundred years later, the second Juan Bautista de
Anza governed New Mexico.
During the 1690s, while Spaniard Diego de Vargas fought grimly to restore upriver New Mexico, other colonies crossed the line into the far north.
Like New Mexico, each spread up from the south over well-worn migration
routes resembling the widespread fingers of a hand with its forearm at Mexico
City. Into these fingers flowed culturally Hispanic families, provisions, and
the mail, always south to north and back, with virtually no east-west contact
am"ong them. Although every one of these frontier colonies sustained the
familiar reciprocal triad ofIndian mission, presidio, and town and depended
on limited farming and extensive herding, each had its origin in a different
year and purpose: New Mexico (1598, 1609), mining, Franciscan missions;
southern Arizona (1691), Jesuit expansion; Texas (1690, 1716), countering
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French Louisiana; and Baja-Alta California (1697, 1769), securing the Pacific
coast. And while the younger 'Anza bid heroically in the later eighteenth
century to string webs of intercourse from one to another, colonial Santa
Fe, Tucson, San Antonio, and Monterey remained firmly tied to the south,
never to each other.
French colonial design, meanwhile, extending westward from the Mississippi Valley toward Texas and across the Great Plains in the direction of
New Mexico, had goaded Spanish imperial strategists in Madrid and Mexico
City to imagine New Spain's far north as a single, defensible outer frontier.
The end of the European dynastic War of the Spanish Succession by treaty
in 1714 assured efficiency-minded Bourbon Felipe V his throne and his
empire. A half century later, when Great Britain replaced France as Spain's
major rival for western North America, the enlightened Carlos III redoubled
attention to the far north. And so it was during this eighteenth-century era of
overarching imperial rivalry and everyday warfare with highly mobile Native groups that the Anzas, father and son, made their marks.
Inspector General Rivera liked young Anza. The resourceful Basque
immigrant hailed from Hernani, a close-built cluster of three- and fourstory stone houses half a dozen miles inland from Spain's animated northcoast port of San Sebastian. From there, Juan had likely sailed around 1712,
toward the close of the War of the Spanish Succession. His father, Antonio,
a pharmacist, businessman, and local officeholder, had lived his entire life
in the same house. Juan's birth in that secure place on 29 June 1693, presented his parents a second child and, as time would tell, the eldest of four
boys. As he grew, the lad took an interest in town affairs, learning at his
father's side about property law and the court system and witnessing legal
documents by age sixteen. Yet he sensed a wider world. Wandering about
San Sebastian with a younger cousin, he visualized the marvels of the Spanish Indies. At the age of nineteen or twenty, Juan had emigrated. Within a
decade, adhering to a centuries-old pattern, the cousin, Pedro Felipe de
Anza, followed, joining Juan in the far north, where he oversaw the latter's
mining and ranching interests.
Juan Bautista de Anza must have landed at humid Veracruz and made
the ascent to New Spain's stunning viceregal capital, set in a bowl-like valley and lake and surrounded by perennially snow-clad volcanos. Passing
through Guadalajara and on up the Pacific slope, a further land journey of
seven hundred miles seems to have brought him to Culiacan in Sinaloa,
where his mother had relatives. He cannot have stayed long. By 1718, he was
fully invested with other old-country Basques four hundred miles farther
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north at a remote mining camp in the dry, gray-brown, mesquite-covered
hinterland of Sonora.
The real de minas of Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de Aguaje, a clutter
of squat adobe structures, pole-and-mud huts, and tents, sat in a dusty depression between slopes punctured by hand-dug shafts. In January 1718, this
restless camp was under inspection. Capt. Antonio Bezerra Nieto and his
attendants examined, however diligently, account books and scales in
Aguaje's ten stores or stacks of supplies, the shoring and condition of its
seven mines, and payroll records. Most everything conformed to royal regulations, including the store and San Antonio Mine owned by Juan Bautista
de Anza. Another inventory of goods, also in compliance, belonged to a
woman, Rosa de Sierra.
Captain Bezerra's parting decree, witnessed and signed by the literate
Anza, required at least four workers continuously at each mine, threatened
livestock thieves with forced service at the presidio of Fronteras, and forbade residents of all classes to carry knives and machetes. Fines went toward.
completing the Aguaje jail. Bezerra may also have turned recruiter, discussing with the promising, twenty-four-year-old Anza a career in the frontier
officer corps. The rare peninsular Spaniard, energetic and of proven nobility and blood purity, made an ideal candidate. Don Antonio may also have
foreseen the young Basque as a son-in-law.
Four years later, Ensign Juan Bautista de Anza wed Marfa Rosa Bezerra
Nieto. "Well-built, light-complected, with full beard and straight hazel hair,"
Anza had enlisted and now lived at his father-in-Iaw's well-fortified, fiftyman garrison of Janos in Nueva Vizcaya, thirty miles due south of New
Mexico's present-day boot heel. Above the presidio and farming community of Janos, the road divided, one branch leading north and east to EI Paso
and the other west into the province of Sonora via the unkempt presidio of
Fronteras. Already Anza, deeply involved in Sonoran affairs, had enemies,
none more tenacious than don Gregorio Alvarez Tunon y Quiros, the mostly
absentee captain for life of Fronteras.
Few groups of European compatriots hung together more tightly in foreign parts than Basques and their descendants. Natural allies of the equally
enterprising Society of Jesus, or Jesuits, whose founders were Basque, they
formed an imposing economic and political ring in Sonora. To ambitious
non-Basques, these unholy associates seemed bent on monopolizing the
province and controlling access to Indian laborers for mines and ranches.
Alvarez hated them, vowing that he would, in the words of a Jesuit superior,
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not rest until all of them were burden bearers in his' mine. During near civil
war in the early 1720S, Anza, labeled by the opposition a notorious troublemaker, traveled to Mexico City as spokesman for the pro-Basque party. Previous complaints of malfeasance, meanwhile, had led to the arrest ofAlvarez,
then his acquittal. Recoiling, he turned up in 1723 with orders from the
governor of Nueva Vizcaya to inspect the presidio at Janos, to which Anza
had recently returned.
However smug the captain of Fronteras felt watching the mounted and
fully armed troopers of Janos pass in review before him, he could find no
ready fault with them, their commander, or Anza. They were a tough, efficient, battle-tested cavalry unit. Few presidios could measure up. The viceroy in Mexico City, in fact, had heard so many damning reports about the
corruption and ill success of the frontier military that he requested permission from the crown for a general inspection. Royal authorization had come
in 1724. As a result, in October 1726, Brig. Gen. Pedro de Rivera reined up at
Janos. Except for the high price of goods deducted from the soldiers' salaries, he lauded the operation. If the inspector general was looking for an
unfit officer of whom to make an example, he had to wait. He asked that
Juan Bautista de Anza, now lieutenant of Janos, escort him and his party on
to the presidio at Fronteras, still under nominal command of Gregorio Alvarez
Tunon y Quiros.
Fronteras lay in near ruin. Its captain had never lived on-site, choosing
instead to reside far to the south at the headquarters of his mining hacienda.
In effect debt peons, his demoralized troops rotated in service to him personally. Worse, Alvarez had been pocketing for years the salaries of phantom soldiers. The others rarely ventured out oftiIeir run-down adobe complex.
Apache raiding parties, relying on the garrison's unpreparedness, entered with
impunity through nearby passes, causing frightened colonists and Jesuit missionaries to complain loudly. Rivera listened. Formulating fifteen charges
against Alvarez, the inspector general sacked him on the spot. Then-after
composing a set of specific regulations that ranged from dress code, personal
cleanliness, and attendance at mass to an order that troopers learn to use
lances as the Apaches did-Rivera put Juan Bautista de Anza in command.
Soon after lawyers in Mexico City lost Alvarez's case for a second acquittal,
Sonora's deadly plague of 1728 struck down the Basque-Jesuit ring's most
outspoken critic. At that, the crown imposed a posthumous indignity, appointing Anza to attach tj-le multifarious Alvarez estate and ensure payment
of a huge fine into the royal treasury before other creditors had their day.
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While the thirty-three-year-old Captain Anza put his shoulder to revitalizing Fronteras, the defensive, rapid-strike-and-retaliate warfare with Western Apaches never let up. Efforts to attract certain bands to peace with food
and gifts, much as captains had done on the Chichimeca frontier a century
and a half earlier, proved transient. As if Apaches were not enough, authorities informed Anza that pacification of the fiercely defiant Seri Indians also
devolved upon him. Nonagricultural fishing and foraging inhabitants of
the Gulf of California's seared Sonoran coast, two hundred miles southwest
of Fronteras, Seris interfered with pearl fishing and killed trespassers. Hence
in 1729, Captain Anza and thirty of his men joined the district officers of
Sinaloa and Sonora, militia units, and Yaqui Indian auxiliaries in a campaign in which Anza commanded launches to invade the Seri refuge of
Tiburon Island. A bold stroke, it hardly inconvenienced the Seris.
Besides warfare, the other constant in the captain's professional life was
his special relationship with the Jesuits and his defense of their sprawling
northwestern missionary enterprise. He knew the history. Beginning in 1591,
stouthearted Jesuit missionaries had crossed the western Sierra Madre north
of Culiacan. With their appealing material goods, faith, and charisma, they
had proceeded relentlessly from one river valley to the next up the Pacific
slope, converting to nominal Christianity a succession of Indian nations.
The renowned Jesuit pied piper, explorer, and cartographer, Eusebio Francisco Kino, had reached today's southern Arizona exactly a hundred years
later, in 1691.
Over the next two decades, Father Kino mounted dozens of expeditions,
often escorted by Lt. Juan Mateo Manje, crisscrossing along Native trails a
desert-and-;agged-mountain expanse called the Pimerfa Alta, land of the
Upper Pima Indians. He ventured north as far as the valley of the Gila River
and west to the Colorado, which with the aid of Native swimmers he crossed
in a big basket balanced on a raft. Watching the sunrise over the head of the
Gulf of California, Kino certified that Baja California was a peninsula, not
an island after all. He envisioned a Spanish town where modern Yuma,
Arizona, sprawls today. He urged that Jesuits advance northeastward to the
Hopi Pueblo Indians, apostates from Franciscan Catholicism since the
Pueblo Revolt of 1680. And he yearned to explore farther and cross on land
to the Pacific coast of California.
Although Kino died in 1711, halting Jesuit expansion beyond the Pimerfa
Alta, his protege, testy old Father Agustfn de Campos, imparted the vision
to Juan Bautista de Anza. When Jesuits sought to reoccupy three mission
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stations that had been without resident priests since Kino's day, Anza
smoothed the way, installing them in the spring of 1732= one at Soamca, just
south of the Mexican-U.S. boundary; another at Guevavi, a few miles north;
and the last at San Xavier del Bac, near present-day Tucson. Two years later,
when mission Indians fled to the hills, Anza talked them back. He made the
captain's quarters at Fronteras a hospice for sick Jesuits, where dona Marfa
Rosa attended them. She was pregnant with Juan Bautista the younger in
1736 when her husband took in distraught, sixty-seven-year-old Father Campos. The venerable priest had suffered a nervous breakdown, armed the
Pimas of his mission, and vowed to fight to the death any superior who tried
to force his retirement. Scandalously, he had also spoken ill of fellow Jesuits. Anza mediated a settlement, and Campos retired.
The two of them had talked long about Baja California, unique among
provinces in the far north. Because the Society of Jesus had financed its
occupation in 1697 and since then maintained it through a special Pious
Fund, California belonged to the Jesuits. Inspector General Rivera had bypassed the presidio of Loreto since its captain and soldiers were Jesuit employees. All the same, the crown was pressuring the Jesuits to extend their
sphere to the north and settle the bays of San Diego and Monterey as ports
of haven for returning, Acapulco-bound Manila galleons. Kino and Campos had discussed how opening a supply route overland from Sonora could
advance the project. Anza wanted that honor. When in 1734 desperate PeriCl]
Indians at the southern tip of the peninsula rose and martyred two missionaries, the Jesuits were forced to look in the opposite direction. They requested that Captain Anza be put in command of a punitive expeditionary
force. Sinaloa-Sonora's ambitious first governor, however, anxious to see
what the Jesuits might be hiding in California, eventually crossed the gulf
himself. Anza, meanwhile, hoped that the overland way to California might
be paved with silver from a freak bonanza in 1736.
In October of that year, a startled Yaqui Indian prospector, Antonio
Siraumea, combing rough hill country southwest of modern-day Nogales,
came upon large, partially buried chunks of silver. Word got around the
mining camp of Agua Caliente, about a dozen miles away, and others
swarmed to the site, laying hands on more slabs, one weighing in excess of
a ton. Eager to maintain order, the local deputy magistrate, who lived next
to Agua Caliente at a place he called Arizona, notified his district superior,
who at the time was Anza.
How to explain this rare phenomenon? Were these irregular pieces of
silver someone's previously hidden treasure? Did they result from illegal
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EUSEBIO FRANCISCO KINO'S CULMINATING 1710 MAP SHOWING THE LAND
PASSAGE TO CALIFORNIA.

Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris. From John L. Kessell, Friars, Soldiers,
and Reformers: Hispanic Arizona and the Sonora Mission Frontier,
1767-1856 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1976).

smelting? Or were they ore from natural veins? The answer would determine the king's share. When Captain Anza and a column of soldiers arrived, he ordered as many of the lucky miners as had not yet slipped away to
appear, make declarations, and turn over the silver to him until Mexico City
rendered a decision. Although he entertained pleas that the precious metal
be returned, as presiding royal official he impounded it all and posted guards
at the source. The resulting array of documents, executed in the home of
Anza's deputy, bore Arizona as the point of origin. And because later officials
mistakenly transposed the phenomenal discovery to that place, not only did
the Basque word Arizona (the good oak) become synonymous with bountiful
mineral wealth, but also subsequently the name of the Grand Canyon state.
From Fronteras, Captain Anza forwarded to the viceroy samples of the
silver planchas or bolas, the documentary record, and a petition. He asked
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that he be granted license to explore north and west toward California, which
he still believed could be an island. While he awaitedanswers, Anza found
himself drawn as protagonist into the bizarre revelation of a self-proclaimed
Native prophet of the god Montezuma.
The episode had begun with a major disruption in central Sonora as
Native workers deserted missions, mines, and ranches seeking the blessings
of this supposed holy man and healer. Spies reported that the Indian Agustin
Aschuhuli was preaching a new order. Indians and Spaniards would exchange roles, the former being raised to owners and the latter reduced to
workers. Aschuhuli demanded of his worshipers gifts and food for him and
for his six pretty young female attendants, and a black-shrouded idol rigged
to appear as if it were smoking cigars. The accompanying wild mix of ritual
had perverted certain Roman Catholic practices. Hastening halfway across
Sonora to the port of Guaymas, Anza apprehended Agustin, who confessed,
blaming the devil. Absolved, executed, and hung from a tall palm tree,
Aschuhuli served as an example. Finally, at the center of the affected region, Anza and a Jesuit priest, proclaiming the folly of adherence to the
false god Montezuma, ceremonially burned the idol.
Ordered back to the site of the mysterious silver trove with mining experts, Captain Anza renewed the inquiry, concluding that the slabs were in
fact ore from several veins, not treasure. That limited the king's share to the
standard fifth, which Anza dutifully collected before returning the impounded metal. He supervised as well the registration of mining claims,
first to the Yaqui discoverer and then to others. In Mexico City, the viceroy's
chief adviser took exception. He had assumed previously that the find was
ancient Aztec treasure and as such should be shipped straightaway to Spain.
Juan Bautista de Anza and his alleged experts were obviously incompetents.
The case demanded further investigation. But by then, the discovery had
played out. As late as May 1740, the viceregal bureaucracy still had under
advisement Anza's California project and a possible royal commendation
for his decisive action against the false prophet. But during that month,
Apaches closed Anza's career.
His legacy was secure, for about twenty years, until his son and namesake
undeliberately began to eclipse it. Young Anza rose to command a presidio,
then to govern a province. He fought dozens of battles with Apaches, Seris,
and other Native adversaries and made peace with some. He led colonists
overland to California. Both father and son, devout Spanish Catholics, benefited the Jesuits, underwrote presidial chapels at their posts, and administered tithe collection in Sonora and New Mexico. And like his father, the
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younger Anza carried out most orders of his superiors with dispatch. One
royal decree, however, conveyed in strictest secrecy and concerning the Jesu, its, caused him unspeakable agony. The elder Anza might rather have died,
The second Juan Bautista de Anza had grown up in the financially and
socially safe world of his father's making. The boy's godfather and first cousin
once removed, Pedro' Felipe de Anza, possessed the Midas touch. Wherever Pedro Felipe ventured, into mines, merchandise, ranch land, or cattle,
whether alone or as partner of any of a dozen intermarried Basques, he
made money. He and Agustin de Vild6sola, godfather of young Juan's sister
Josefa Gregoria, shared in lucrative joint ventures in western Sonora, with
little respect for indigenous peoples. When the elder Captain Anza died,
Vild6sola, the overall commander of provincial militia, found himselflargely
responsible in 1740 as Yaquis and allied Native peoples in southern Sonora
conspired in a prolonged and sometimes violent protest against the Jesuit
missionary regime. Upon Vild6sola's final negotiated settlement, a grateful
viceroy made him governor of Sonora, a post he occupied until 1748. Anza's
widow, Marfa Rosa, with her younger children, other kin, and servants,
meanwhile, seems to have resided alternately at the mining town of
Basochuca north ofArizpe and on one of the family's ranch properties along
the present-day Arizona-Sonora border.
This next generation was no less closely interlinked. When Juan was ten,
his sister Josefa Gregoria married a Vild6sola at Basochuca. Another homecountry Basque, Gabriel Antonio de Vild6sola, took a father's interest in
Juan. The boy was confident and quick. Someone taught him an elegant,
studied penmanship. Also to shoot. In his midteens, with an eye on the
frontier officer corps, Juan enlisted as an unsalaried cadet. He cheered
Gabriel Antonio's appointment as captain at Fronteras in 175+ A year later,
just shy of his nineteenth birthday, Juan Bautista de Anza the younger assumed duties as lieutenant at the presidio where he was born.
Unlike his peninsular Spanish father, who had to learn the ways of the
frontier upon arrival, son Juan was raised on them, a cultural heir of Sonora's
Basque-Jesuit establishment. Born in America, a criollo, he sought continually to prove himself in the eyes of Spaniards from the old country, who always considered themselves superior. Day to day on the frontier, however, as
officer and patr6n, the younger Anza dealt naturally with peers whom the
community considered espaiioles, with Indians at his side and those he fought,
and with mixed bloods of European, Indian, and African extraction who served
on campaigns under him or as mine workers or vaqueros on his ranches.
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Back in the spring of 1752, the chastened leader of an uprising among
mission Indians of the Pimerfa Alta had turned himself in to soldiers camped
at a place called Tubac, twenty miles north of today's Nogales, Arizona.
Cadet Anza, with Captain Vildosola, had tracked the offending Pimas, evidently the young man's earliest military experience. In 1753, while the governor of Sonora blamed the Jesuits for the recent rebellion and they blamed
him, laborers had laid up at Tubac enough adobes to form the province's
newest presidio, hardly a fortress. When Tubac's first captain, the Basque
Juan Tomas de Beldarrain, died in September 1759 from wounds sustained
on campaign against Seris in the south, the vacant post went to twentythree-year-old Juan Bautista de Anza. Purchasing the captain's house from
Beldarrain's heirs early in 1760, he moved his mother in with him.
Hispanic Sonora's two-front war, with Apaches across the north and Seris
and other resisters to the south and west, added campaign after campaign to
Anza's service record and luster to his reputation as a brave and sure leader.
His personal life filled the spaces between. In October 1760, he grieved the
loss of his mother, dona Marfa Rosa. The following spring, the young captain petitioned his superiors for permission to marry. With license in hand,
on the feast day of his name saint, 24 June 1761, in the church at Arizpe,
Juan Bautista de Anza wed Ana Marfa Perez Serrano, daughter of a Basque
business associate of his father. Jesuit Carlos de Rojas, the priest who had
baptized the groom, officiated.
Talk of horses, drought, and Apaches occupied locals even while the
imperial bounds of North America shifted. By the European treaty of 1763,
French sovereignty no longer overlay midcontinent. Louisiana west of the
Mississippi, including New Orleans, had passed to Spain. Great Britain's
colonial sphere now extended west as far as the river. Spanish imperial strategists wanted to know how much of interior North America could be defended against Englishmen and the various non-Christian Indian nations
already disputing expansion northward. It had been forty years since New
Spain's far north had undergone gulf-to-gulf, on-site scrutiny. A new inspection, carried out between 1766 and 1768, fell to the high-ranking Marques
de Rubf.
Ever since the concurrent founding in 1718 of French New Orleans and
Spanish San Antonio, families of Spaniards had ventured deep into forested
and humid east Texas to people a log presidio and capital at Los Adaes right
up against the territory of France. With Louisiana's transfer to Spain, the
Marques de Rubf would recommend the painful withdrawal of established
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settlers from east to central Texas. The provincial capital would follow them
to semiarid San Antonio, a tight cluster of presidio, town, and five missions.
La Bahfa, another presidial community, lay about ninety miles southeast
down the San Antonio River in watered and open brush country. Laredo,
too, had attracted a growing population after a Spanish empresario colonized the lower Rio Grande Valley. Spanish Texas, sparsely settled and widely
spaced, favored cattle over people. While the colony no longer served as
outer barrier to a European rival, it remained an endless open range to
Hispanic tejanos and their Indian trade partners and foes.
The Marques de Rubf, his staff, and caravan crowded Tubac at
Christmastime in 1766. In disbelief, having reprimanded a string of presidial
commanders who gouged their men at the company store, Rubf noted that
Captain Anza was selling supplies at discount. The garrison appeared well
equipped and trained. Although Anza complained repeatedly of unmet
government payrolls, he had access to loans through his Mexico City
supplier's circle of fellow Basque financiers. Because he owned nearby
ranches, people considered Captain Anza a local patron. So many neighboring families, especially from properties to the south, had moved to Tubac
for fear ofApaches that Rubf reckoned they could defend themselves. Hence
he proposed that Anza's company be relocated farther north, a project undertaken at Tucson a decade later.
One of the few gripes of the soldiers at Tubac had to do with herding and
guarding horses that did not belong to them. Anza, it seemed, had made a
deal with the Jesuit priest at nearby Guevavi, a mission that supplied his
presidio with beef and where his mother and Captain Beldamiin lay buried. The captain had offered to range the horses from Guevavi and two
other missions with the presidial herd. The marques decreed that the practice cease. Not long after the inspector departed, however, raiders made off
with Guevavi's mares. Anza brought the rest of the mission horses back and
put on a couple ofIndian herders to care for them. Regulations be damned;
neighbors came to understandings.
Like his father, Captain Anza recognized how intensely some of his acquaintances despised the Society ofJesus. Highly efficient, privileged, sometimes arrogant, Jesuits wielded disproportionate economic, political, and
social power, especially in places like Sonora, where they were so concentrated. Earlier, in 1759 and 1764, the governments of Portugal and France,
Spain's nearest neighbors, had banished all Jesuits from their dominions.
But the Society was Spanish in origin. Surely Carlos III would resist his
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1766 PLAN OF THE PRESIDIO AT TUBAC
British Museum, London. From John L. Kessell, Mission of Sorrows:
Jesuit Guevavi and the Pimas, 1691-1767 (Tucson: University of

LT. JOSE DE URRUTIA'S

Arizona Press, 1970).

reforming ministers who wanted to expel the Jesuits on the grounds of their
first loyalty to the pope and their abiding support of the old aristocracy.
An inscription across the sealed packet from Gov. Juan Claudio de Pineda
of Sonora read simply, "Do not open until July 23." The secretive operation,
begun with the king "locking away in his royal breast the reasons for his
decision" and spread to the far corners of the empire in mid-1767 with nearinfallible bureaucratic precision, now drew in Juan Bautista de Anza. The
governor, availing himself?f the Anza family's close ries to Sonora's Jesuits,
ordered the captain of Tubac to Arizpe to arrest the father superior. Whether
it eased or made more difficult their encounter, Father Carlos de Rojas had
baptized and married don Juan. The captain's excuses made little sense as
he escorted Father Rojas from mission to mission, collecting Jesuits en route
south to Matape, the designated detention center. There a royal official
waited to read to them formally the king'sdecree of expulsion. A number
would die in confinement, during a merciless voyage down the gulf, or on
their forced march across New Spain to Veracruz for deportation. Shaken,
Anza was back at his presidio by 1 September.
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He still owed money to the exiled priest of Guevavi. Since the government meant to seize all Jesuit assets, who precisely was he supposed to pay?
The temporary agent placed in charge at the mission so mishandled its slim
resources that Anza demanded the keys. All over Sonora, similar scenes
unfolded. The disruption caused by crushing at one blow the province's
most diverse and thriving corporation persisted for years. As for conventional, government-subsidized, semiautonomous Indian missions, the reformers thought they had a better idea, something like collective farms.
Franciscan replacements would be granted a spiritual ministry only, while
civilian overseers managed material affairs and discipline. Reaching Sonora
in 1768, the first Franciscans let circumstances dictate. III provided and
sparsely populated, most frontier missions simply could not support two
masters, nor did mission Indians understand who to obey. Consequently,
within months, the surrogate missionaries had regained full management,
and reformers called for further study.
Juan Bautista de Anza responded. One of a number of officials required
in 1772 to comment on proposed reform of mission administration, Anza
apologized for any lack of understanding. Then, based on twenty years of
close observation, he damned the missions of the Pimerfa Alta. Assuming
Hispanic assimilation of Native peoples as the goal, he had seen little progress.
Worse, whereas mission Indians once had numbered in the thousands, only
hundreds survived. He laid most of the blame on excessive work demanded
in the missions of formerly semi nomadic peoples. In contrast, nonmission
Indians seemed to be increasing in numbers. Anza had nothing to say about
measles or smallpox, infant mortality, punishment in the stocks, or psychological trauma, nor did he mention the more reliable food supply, appeal of
Spanish Catholic ritual, or protection afforded by the missionaries. If the
missions were to attract heathen peoples in the future, argued the captain,
they must undergo radical change.
Settling Spaniards within mission pueblos, establishing schools to teach
the children Spanish, allowing mission Indians off the reservation to trade
and seek outside employment, allotting to them private property, and consolidating small mission villages in formal towns of eighty to a hundred
families- by all these means, Anza suggested, mission Indians would emerge
from their backwardness. Sharing in the benefits of Hispanic civilization,
they would also abandon thoughts of rebellion. Whatever humanitarian
concerns may have motivated Anza, his response was also self-serving. He
and his associates had long wanted freer access to mission Indians as consumers and workers. At the same time, the captain of Tubac wrote what he
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sensed the new viceroy's lead counsel wished to hear. Two months earlier,
that same official, a member of Anza's Basque support group in Mexico
City, had endorsed his proposal to lead an expedition overland to California.
Another more powerful government agent, archreformer Jose de Galvez,
the king's special envoy to New Spain, already had his eye on the far northwest. Galvez had enjoyed expelling the Jesuits. Next he threw himself into
the revitalization of Sonora and California, more successfully on paper than
in the field. Taking up temporary residence in Baja California, he busily
mapped out Spanish occupation of Alta California, something the Jesuits
had failed to realize. Russian sea otter hunters coasting down from Alaska
and English seamen seeking a northwest passage had lent the required urgency. Galvez loved logistics. By sea, he ordered two ships to beat against
contrary winds and currents and put in first at San Diego and then Monterey.
Simultaneously, a land party would mark the harsh six-hundred-mile track up
the peninsula for Gov. Gaspar de Portola, fray Junfpero Serra, and their train
to follow. When at last scurvy-racked survivors embraced on the shore of San
Diego Bay, it was July 1769. Within six weeks, Captain Anza at Tubac knew
that coastal Indians in California had seen Spaniards with long muskets.
Much as he wanted to investigate in person, Anza had his orders to take
part in Galvez's grand but ultimately unsuccessful offensive against the Seris.
While the captain campaigned, a potentially troublesome Franciscan explored. The friar could have got himself killed. Earthy but shrewd, fray Francisco Garces had taken over at San Xavier del Bac, the northernmost mission
formerly administered by Jesuits. On several occasions, the missionary ventured all but alone to the banks of the Gila, then downriver to its junction
with the Colorado, and finally beyond far enough to make out distant blue
mountains. Natives by signs relayed further intelligence of Spaniards to the
west. Brave or foolhardy, Garces, it appeared, could take care of himself. When
Anza petitioned the viceroy from Tubac in May 1772 to lead half his garrison
by land to California, he asked that Father Garces be allowed to join them.
Officials who deliberated at Mexico City and Madrid remembered the
similar proposal of Anza's father and made it part of the record. Now, with
the precarious Spanish beginnings at San Diego and Monterey in jeopardy
for lack of supplies, the time seemed right. Of greatest concern, even more
than funding, was that Anza's passing not harm Native peoples along the
route. No new settlement was planned, only a reconnaissance. Again thanks
to his Basque connections in Mexico City, don Juan secured the necessary
loans. The expedition's forty men, broken into smaller units as circumstances
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demanded, were gone from Tubac the first four and a half months of 1774.
At the strategic Colorado River crossing, Anza presented Yuma Indian headman Salvador Palma a medal stamped with the likeness of Carlos III. Garces,
a nonswimmer and unwilling to trust his horse, let Yumas carry him across.
Matching every challenge of dry camps, rocky ravines, and curious Indians,
the captain of Tubac covered more than five hundred miles in ten weeks to
the mission at San Gabriel, within today's greater Los Angeles.
The feat earned Anza a gala hero's welcome in Mexico City and promotion to lieutenant colonel from the hand of the viceroy. Although Father
Garces convinced a new governor of Sonora that a better trail could be
found by ascending the Colorado River north of the Yumas to the latitude
of Monterey, momentum lay with Anza. He now set about recruiting colonist families in Sinaloa and Sonora, outfitting the lot, and plotting their way
to southern California and then up along the coast range to people San
Francisco Bay. This commission too he carried off with elan. Taking leave
of Tubac in October 1775, Anza led an exodus of some three hundred men,
women, and children, among them a soldier escort, wranglers, scouts, camp
hands, and cooks, to San Gabriel in about the same time as his previous
trip. Although his second-in-command subsequently conveyed the colonists
to San Francisco in 1776, Juan Bautista de Anza had personally chosen the
site and unknowingly immortalized himself as the city's founder.
That same year, 1776, Jose de Galvez, elevated to minister of the Indies
upon his return to Spain, observed with pleasure royal implementation of a
long-considered defense project he had made his own. Recognizing that
New Spain's far north lacked the wealth to support a full viceregal government, Galvez urged a unified administrative and military jurisdiction to be
known as the Comandancia General de las Provincias Intemas, the General
Command of the Internal Provinces. The governors of the six northernmost colonies-California, Sonora, Nueva Vizcaya, New Mexico, Coahuila,
and Texas-would henceforth report not to the viceroy but to a commandant general. The new official would also assume overall command of the
cordon of fifteen presidios set out roughly along the thirtieth parallel between the Gulf of California and the Gulf of Mexico. The presidialline, an
expedient of the Marques de Rubf, had been codified in the military regulations, or Reglamento, of 1772. Trouble was, virtually no roads going east or
west bound the far north. Anza had made a start, joining Sonora and California. Yet he lived to see that linkage break and others come to nothing.
At a lavish reception in the viceroy's palace in early November 1776,
powdered and bejeweled guests clustered around an odd attraction. Twice
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JUAN BAUTISTA DE ANZA'S SECOND CALIFORNIA EXPEDITION SETS OUT
FROM TUBAC, OCTOBER 1775
Painting by Cal N. Peters.
(Courtesy Tumacacori National Historical Park)

the hero, Juan Bautista de Anza had brought with him to Mexico City the
Yuma headman Salvador Palma, his brother, and two other Natives. Palma
had been decked out at royal expense in a uniform of shiny blue cloth with
gold-trimmed scarlet vest. Three months later, after religious instruction,
the four Indians processed for baptism into Mexico City's cavernous cathedral, illuminated by thousands of candles. The service might have been
mistaken for a meeting of the Royal Basque Society. The celebrant and all
four godfathers were Basque. Lieutenant Colonel Anza and his own godfather, seventy-eight-year-old Pedro Felipe de Anza, bound themselves ritually to Palma and his brother. En route home, the Native foursome appeared
again at the center of an ornate ceremonial during their confirmation in the
cathedral of Durango. Meanwhile, Carlos III had appointed Juan Bautista
de Anza governor of New Mexico.
He had been warned. In high summer 1778, at a meeting in Chihuahua
hosted by Teodoro de Croix, first commandant general of the Provincias
Internas, Anza listened to a litany of woes from New Mexico's outgoing
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governor. He noted the facts. Including EI Paso and its district, where the
lieutenant governor resided, the province, with roughly twenty-five thousand souls dwelling in a recognizably Hispanic way, counted more than ten
times the settled population of Texas, the Pimerfa Alta, or California. Increase in the eighteenth century had been natural for the most part, with
little immigration. Collectively, New Mexicans, despite considerable racial
mixing and blurring of class, saw themselves in two broad categoriesespanoles and Indians, the latter mainly inhabitants of twenty Pueblo Indian communities. New Mexico was poor. No mines or cash crops attracted
outsiders or made rotations ofIndian laborers a valuable commodity. Hence
espanoles and Indians lived and let live, each allowing the cultural identity
of the other. Far removed from centers of power, exempt from sales tax, and
battered by neighboring nonsedentary peoples, New Mexicans were a proud,
self-dependent, and stubborn lot.
The new executive's caravan clogged the plaza in front of Santa Fe's
mud-built palace of the governors in December 1778. Townspeople turned
out to stare as this train of Sonoran Basques moved in. Although don Juan
and dona Ana Marfa had no children of their
own after seventeen years of marriage, a
source of abiding sadness, his older brother
Francisco Antonio, married to Ana Marfa's
sister, had brought their two young girls. The
governor doted on his nieces. Other relatives,
retainers, and servants swelled the household. Never before had New Mexicans been
governed by a native of the far north, rarely
by a criollo. A few years earlier, no one would
have imagined such a thing. The Bourbon
policy of merit over lineage, which had benefited even Jose de Galvez, favored the rapid
rise of the second Anza. His reputation as
military hero and pathfinder had preceded
him. Nevertheless, New Mexicans withheld
PORTRAIT SAID TO BE JUAN

judgment.
Of his new subjects, none proved a greater
source of information than retired captain,
tradesman, cartographer, painter, and carver
Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco. A peninsular

BAUTISTA DE ANZA THE YOUNGER;
PAINTING FROM LATE NINETEENTH
OR EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

(Courtesy Museum of New
Mexico, neg. no. 50828)
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Spaniard who had shown up at EI Paso in 1743 and subsequently moved to
Santa Fe, Miera had served a succession of governors. Better than anyone,
he knew the difficult terrain southwest of New Mexico toward Sonora,
through which Anza intended to open a more direct trade route between
Santa Fe and Arizpe. Miera had also ridden with the little party of Fathers
Francisco Atanasio Dominguez and Silvestre Velez de Escalante in 1776,
hoping to find a northern way to Monterey. It still angered him that they
had turned back. The new governor set Miera to work drawing a map of the
colony, finished in 1779.
Miera's map of upriver New Mexico told the tale. Its legend listed by
symbol not only chartered municipalities (Santa Fe, Santa Cruz, and Albuquerque), dispersed settlements of espanoles, pueblos of Christian Indians,
long-ruined pueblos, springs, and heathen villages, but also settlements destroyed by enemies. A lengthy headnote described how the Spaniards' haphazardly scattered houses invited death and destruction at the hands of
Comanche and Apache raiders. To illustrate the point, Miera retold a storied 1760 Comanche assault on colonists in the Taos Valley. The defenders
put up a good fight, killing dozens of their assailants, yet all fourteen died and
sixty-four of their dependents, young and old, were carried into captivity.
Although Anza had never met a Comanche, he been thoroughly informed
about them. First mentioned in the documentary record of New Mexico in
1706, they had since become peerless horsemen and masters of the teeming
buffalo herds of the south plains. From the beginning, Comanches had
raided and traded in New Mexico, depending on their needs. During the
1760s, a respectful New Mexico governor had achieved a balance of commerce and peace with various elements of the Comanche nation, but his
successor failed to maintain it. Commandant General Croix had discussed
with Anza the desirability of forming an alliance with Comanches against
Apaches. Since then, however, Governor Anza had learned of an obstacle,
the hardened Comanche war leader known to New Mexicans as Cuerno
Verde, second of that name, for a green horn sticking out of his headdress.
These circumstances called for a different approach.
Why not an offensive in force, during late summer, when farmers were
assumed to be in their fields and most vulnerable? Anza took personal command of many more men than had ridden on any previous Comanche
campaign-nearly eight hundred, a majority of them Pueblo, Ute, and
Jicarilla Apache Indians with whom spoils were to be shared equally. They
ventured north up the west side of today's San Luis Valley in southern Colo-
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rado, then passed through the mountains to the Front Range, where
Comanches were not expecting them. Their success resounded. North of
present-day Pueblo, on 31 August 1779, the New Mexican force surprised
and overran a crowded, half-made Comanche camp. Soon after, an outmaneuvered Cuerno Verde put up a brazen defense and died fighting. Anza
rode home with the headdress and cause for promotion to colonel.
Within months ofthe new governor's signal victory, New Mexicans were
complaining about him to Commandant General Croix. In the name of
defense, Anza was upsetting their very way of life. Dutifully on his 1779
map, Bernardo de Miera had paraphrased the governor's decree that dispersed colonists consolidate, "building their ample square plazas of at least
twenty families each in the form of redoubts, the small ones with two bulwarks, and the large with four." Worse, Anza proposed to raze part of Santa
Fe, displacing its residents, and to relocate the plaza with government buildings, presidio, and attached barracks. Croix listened to a large, socially mixed
delegation of aggrieved New Mexicans at his new headquarters in Arizpe.
Taking their petitions under advisement, he instructed Anza to suspend
consolidation for the time being.
On another matter as well, the commandant general reined in his energetic New Mexico governor. Croix wanted the Hopi pueblos, which had
broken away in 1680, returned to the Spanish Catholic fold. Aware that they
had been weakened by two years of severe drought, Anza proposed to bring
the Hopis down from their mesas by force. The king, Croix countered, would
never consent. The governor's relief expedition found Hopi families in desperate straits. And some accepted his invitation to resettle in the Rio Grande
Valley.
Next, Anza tried unsuccessfully to find that more direct passage from
Santa Fe to Arizpe. Although his column got there, campaigning against
Gila Apaches en route, the one-way trip took almost six weeks and traversed
terrain not conducive to regular travel. Unhappily, the governor's return to
New Mexico coincided with the worst outbreak of smallpox on record, locally manifesting a pandemic that overspread much of North America between 1779 and 1781. More than five thousand New Mexicans died.
So drastic a decline in the colony's population suggested to Governor
Anza a measure of economy. Smaller church flocks needed fewer shepherds. Hence by attaching diminished congregations to larger ones, the
number of 33o-peso annual government stipends to New Mexico's Franciscan
priests could be reduced proportionately from twenty-six to twenty. That,
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more than any other grievance the friars had with Anza, propelled their
representatives to Arizpe in protest. But since cost cutting was regularly rewarded by Bourbon administrators, the plan appealed to Croix. His own
budget had been frozen since 1779, when Spain had joined France in war
against Great Britain. The additional funding he had requested for the
Provincias Internas had gone instead to Spanish forces operating against
British posts in the Mississippi Valley and on the Gulf of Mexico.
Wartime economics also ruptured Anza's road to California. Like other
projects, the fully garrisoned presidio, missions, and gifts promised to Salvador Palma's Yuma Indians at the strategic Colorado River crossing had to be
scaled back. During the winter of 1780-1781, a grumbling contingent of
Spanish settlers and their ravenous animals, along with the disapproving
Father Garces and three other Franciscans, had taken up uneasy residence
among some three thousand Yumas. Abuses accrued. When the exasperated Indians rose in the heat ofJuly 1781, killing the missionaries and more
than a hundred colonists, government officials blamed Anza and the deceased Garces for misrepresenting the Yumas' goodwill. The vision of a
land bridge to California had once again faded.
Scarcely a month before the Yumas retaliated, forty soldier-colonists and
their families en route to settle the pueblo of Los Angeles and a presidio at
Santa Barbara had crossed successfully. They were the last. Alta California
now depended on the sea. All the same, during the isolated colony's dozen
years of trial since 1769, a temperate coastal environment and fertile soils
blessed it. Surviving a violent rising of Ipai Indians at San Diego in 1775,
Father Serra's mission regime prospered. Substantial stone and adobe walls
replaced initial wooden palisades. As producers of surplus foodstuffs, the
California missions supplied presidios and towns. Members ofIndian families, however, enticed or coerced from their villages into the artificial compounds, lived an average of only twelve years. Outside, the several hundred
culturally Hispanic califomios, taking advantage of an unusually low infant
mortality rate, multiplied steadily. The government's later plans to force
convict and orphan relocation to California by sea proved disappointing.
In more populous New Mexico, Governor Anza's efforts to enforce laws
customarily ignored struck at people's livelihood, especially those drawn to
the colony's outer edges. Unlicensed trafficking in sheep, horses, hides and
meat, variety goods, and captives with the so-called wild Indians encircling
New Mexico-Utes, Navajos, Apaches, and Comanches-had become a
lifestyle, upon which Anza meant to impose Bourbon order. Other man-
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dates, for the citizens' own good, simply rankled. Adults who did not possess
a firearm were required by the governor's order in 1782 to provide themselves with a bow and twenty-five arrows or face two months in the Santa Fe
jail. So as not to discourage travel, Anza directed that families dismantle
roadside shrines to victims of Indian attack. When the righteous governor
tried to hold Franciscans to strict observance of the ban on personal Indian
labor in the missions, friars joined the outcry. Soon enough, disgruntled
New Mexicans found a willing ear.
Croix's replacement as commandant general, peninsular Spaniard Felipe
de Neve, detested the decorated, American-born Col. Juan Bautista de Anza.
After meeting in Arizpe with another delegation from New Mexico, he wrote
early in 1784 to Jose de Galvez, accusing Anza of incompetence and recommending his dismissal. Furthermore, Neve demanded that Anza expunge
from his service record that he had opened the overland road to California
and had defeated Cuerno Verde. Since the next governor appointed in due
course never reached New Mexico, Anza, who had requested reassignment,
continued in office reluctantly. After Neve's death later in 1784, a succeeding commandant general set the record straight.
Anza's most enduring achievement was yet to come-a treaty of peace
and commerce with the Comanche nation. Cuerno Verde's death had begun the process. Drought, smallpox, and worrisome intercourse between
Anglo Americans and Plains Indian rivals heightened Comanche initiative.
Assassination of an heir to Cuerno Verde and the insistence of New Mexico's
governor in the summer of 1785 that he treat ultimately with a representative of the entire nation led to a huge Comanche rendezvous on the Arkansas River that fall. Widely hailed, Ecueracapa, by the authority of his people,
would talk as an equal with Anza about formal commerce.
Neither lost face. The ritual solemnity of this midwinter summit eased
now and again into spontaneous shows of emotion. With military personnel, the Santa Fe town council, and leading citizens arrayed in the cold,
Ecueracapa dismounted in front of the governor's palace and greeted Anza
for more than ten minutes. The tense business inside of reconciling
Comanche and Ute leaders ended auspiciously in a ritual exchange of garments. Later, the concourse wended its way eastward, surely through snow, to
the symbolic site agreed upon earlier by emissaries. The gateway pueblo of
Pecos, long a target of Comanche raids, in February 1786 looked out upon a
scene of fervent peacemaking. A crowd of Comanches, estimated at over
two hundred, mobbed the Spanish governor with such intimate expressions
of affection that his staff thought them unbefitting. Anza did not object.
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Terms of the treaty called for cessation of hostilities and a new and lasting peace. Comanches were allowed to move closer to New Mexico. They
would enjoy safe passage through Pecos to Santa Fe, which implied a regular distribution of gifts and free trade at Pecos. In turn, Comanches pledged
to join Spaniards as allies in the war against common Apache enemies. And
finally, Anza agreed to bestow on Ecueracapa symbols of authority to certify
the peace to Comanches not present. Next day, an inaugural trade fair went
offsplendidly. As surety, late that spring, the Comanche chiefsent his twentyyear-old third son to Anza for a Spanish education. Before the governor left
New Mexico, he evidently arranged for the young man's schooling in Mexico
City. More remarkable, long after the passing of Anza and Ecueracapa, the
Comanche peace of 1786 endured.
Although the governor's subsequent treaty legalizing commerce with
Navajos and engaging them against Gila Apaches did not last, Anza could
credit a sharp decline in violent deaths to the colony's four allied tribes:
Comanches, Jicarilla Apaches, Utes, and Navajos. A new viceroy, with earlier experience in the far north, codified in 1786 instructions for peace by
purchase, reminiscent of the waning years of the Chichimeca War two centuries before. Again, accounts for Indian affairs listed piles and crates of raw
sugar cones, hard trade bread, ribbons, blankets, hats, and metal tools in
government warehouses at Santa Fe and elsewhere. From Texas to California, the last decade of the eighteenth century and the first of the nineteenth were years of relative prosperity as populations recovered, flocks and
herds swelled, small industries like weaving started up, and trade of all kinds
flourished.
The talk of making him governor of Texas or transferring him to Spain as
colonel came to nothing. When finally, in November 1787, Anza knocked
the dust of Santa Fe off his boots, he was leaving behind his older brother
Francisco Antonio, who had died two years earlier. With the rest of his Basque
household, don Juan made for Sonora, where he returned to active duty as
commander of the presidio at Tucson and chief of military operations. Late
the following year in Arizpe, anticipating a move to the presidio of San
Miguel de Horcasitas in central Sonora, he sent dona Ana Marfa, her widowed sister, and his two favorite nieces, now teenagers, ahead with an escort. He promised to follow in a few days. It was the last time they saw him.
At midnight on 19 December 1788, Juan Bautista de Anza the younger, age
fifty-two, died. The next day, while riders went to bring back his family, he
was buried in the church at Arizpe.
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News lagged. In November 1784, Covernor Anza had reported to the
commandant general that he had collected from New Mexicans 3,677 pesos in contributions to the war effort against Creat Britain, unaware that
diplomats in Paris had ended hostilities in due form more than a year earlier. By treaty, Creat Britain had recognized the independence of its former
colonies south of Canada, now the United States ofAmerica. Although Anza
had been warned early in his governorship to watch for unauthorized Europeans on New Mexico's borders, he could not have foreseen the shadow
these erstwhile British colonials would cast across the far north. A mere
decade after Anza's death, however, in 1798, the governor of Spanish Louisiana did. Apropos of these Anglo Americans, Manuel Cayoso de Lemos
had a vision:
First, they become acquainted with the Indians, trade with them,
and afterwards engage in contraband trade with the natives of Mexico.
Some stay in the territories.... They are settled in sufficient numbers
so that they will establish their customs, laws, and religion. They will
form independent states, aggregating themselves to the Federal Union,
which will not refuse to receive them, and progressively they will go as
far as the Pacific Ocean.
Indeed they would, little appreciating that everything they sought others
had sought before them.

Essay on Sources
Late in the twentieth century and early in the twenty-first, Juan Bautista de
Anza, father and son, have a new champion who, like them, is of Basque
ancestry. National Park Service historian Donald T. Carate is writing their
biographies in two volumes of the University of Nevada Press Basque Series. Don generously provided me with a copy of his manuscript for the first
volume, Juan Bautista de Anza: Basque Explorer in the New World, upon
which I relied heavily. The book appeared subsequently in 2003. The author is at present working on the second volume. Carate's previous pertinent publications include "Who Named Arizona? The Basque Connection,"
Journal of Arizona History 40 (spring 1999): 53-82, and "Basque Ethnic
Connections and the Expeditions ofJuan Bautista de Anza," Colonial Latin
American Historical Review 4 (winter 1995): 71-91. Seeking at the same time
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to introduce other scholars and enthusiasts of the Anzas to the culture of
Sonora, Carate has been the moving force behind a series of World Anza
Conferences held annually since 1996, most often in and around Arizpe,
where the second Anza lies buried.
An older study, treating the elder Anza's special relationship with the
Jesuits of Sonora, is Peter M. Dunne, "Captain Anza and the Case of Father
Campos," Mid-America 23 (1941): 45-60. On military matters, the captain
speaks for himself in "Juan Bautista de Anza Discusses Apache and Seri
Depredations and the Need for a Presidio at Terrenate (1729-1735)," in The

Presidio and Militia on the Northern Frontier ofNew Spain: A Documentary
History, ed. Charles W. Polzer and Thomas E. Sheridan, vol. 2, part I, The
Californias and Sinaloa-Sonora, 1700-1765 (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1997), 3°3-12 .
Until we have Carate's inclusive biography of the second Anza, he will
remain divided between Sonora, California, and New Mexico. While based
in Sonora, he plays a prominent role in John L. Kessell, Friars, Soldiers, and

Reformers: Hispanic Arizona and the Sonora Mission Frontier, 1767-1856
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1976). And from his post at Tubac, he
takes a dim view in Kessell, ed., "Anza Damns the Missions: A Spanish
Soldier's Criticism ofIndian Policy, 1772," Journal ofArizona History 13 (spring

1972): 53-63.
Still at the head of the California list is Herbert Eugene Bolton's breezy
Outpost of Empire: The Story of the Founding of San Francisco (New York:
Knopf, 1931), supplemented by the diaries and other primary sources published in Bolton, ed., Anza's California Expeditions, 5 vols. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1930). A library of popular retellings, authorization
by Congress in 1990 of the Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail
(with its own newsletter, Noticias de Anza), and the launching in 1998 and
recent development of the Web de Anza (http://anza.uoregon.edu) have
made Anza's two-phase overland passage to California by far the best-known
episode in the Spanish colonial history of the American Southwest.
Serving as New Mexico's governor for a tumultuous decade was notably
hard on Anza. Alfred Barnaby Thomas, ed., Forgotten Frontiers: A Study of
the Spanish Indian Policy of Don Juan Bautista de Anza, Covernor of New
Mexico, 1777-1787 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1932), offers
historical background and translated documents about Anza's dealings with
Indian groups surrounding the colony. Rick Hendricks, "Church-State
Relations in Anza's New Mexico, 1777-1787," Catholic Southwest 9 (1998):
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24-42, explains how the governor offended New Mexico's Franciscan mis-

sionaries. The intended impact of administrative, judicial, military, and social reforms on all New Mexicans during the reign of Carlos III is examined
in considerable detail by Carlos R. Herrera, "The King's Governor: Juan
Bautista de Anza and Bourbon New Mexico in the Era ofImperial Reform,
1778-1788" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of New Mexico, 2000). Why the
Bourbons' best-laid plans had so little effect, particularly on the colony's
fringe populations, is evident in James F. Brooks, Captives and Cousins:
Slavery, Kinship, and Community in the Southwest Borderlands (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002).
Finally, to place the active careers of Juan Bautista de Anza, father and
son, in the wider world of Spain's three-century-long colonial presence in
North America, readers may wish to consult the text, notes, and bibliographies of David J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1992), and John L. Kessell, Spain in the

Southwest: A Narrative History of Colonial New Mexico, Arizona, Texas,
and California (Norman: University of Oklahoma, 2002).

